Rush Education and Career Hub (REACH)

Unit: Our Feathered Friends     
Lesson# 6  How Do Birds Survive? What is migration?
Overview:  The students will explore birds through interactive learning experiences that integrate literacy, math, science, social studies, physical education, the arts and social/emotional development.                                           
Targeted Grade Level:  K - 2
Learning Objectives:  What students should know, understand and do.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Understand that bird habitats provide food, water, shelter, air and space.
· Recognize that some birds leave our neighborhoods due to seasonal changes.
· Make a birdfeeder for the birds in their neighborhood.
	Engagement Strategies
	Materials

	Large Group:

· Bird Habitats: Ask the children where they have seen birds. Show pictures of different bird habitats such as forests, meadows, backyards, rivers, beaches, etc.) Discuss what kind of food they might eat and where they would find water in the different habitats.

· Migration: Ask the children how they stay warm in the winter. ( coats, gloves, hats, and boots) Ask the children how birds stay warm in the winter. Introduce the concept of some birds migrating to a warmer climate when it gets too cold for them to survive. Discuss how humans visit places with warmer climates during the winter months.
	

· Pictures of different bird habitats
(forests, meadows, backyards, rivers, beaches, etc.)





· Display a world map for a visual discussion of migration routes. ( Massachusetts to Florida, Mexico to South America)

	Small Group:

· Do All Birds Migrate?
Show pictures of birds that do not migrate.
Discuss how they puff up their feathers to trap air inside to keep warm and stand on one foot while tucking the other foot in to keep them warm. 

· Read Aloud Poem: Feed the Birds

· Make a Bird Feeder
Spread Crisco on a half of a mini bagel
Dip it in bird seed
Thread a pipe cleaner through and twist the end to make a hanger.

	

· Pictures of non-migrating birds
(Mallard, Northern Cardinal, Great Horn Owl, Blue Jay, etc.)




· Poem: Feed the Birds

· Mini bagels cut in half
Crisco
Bird Seed
Plastic Knives
Pipe Cleaners





Feed the Birds
Feed, feed, feed the birds
In the wintertime
When the day are dark and cold
Food is hard to find
Feed, feed, feed the birds
Until the spring has come
Scatter birdseed on the snow
Feeding birds is fun!
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