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Lesson# 3 How are beaks useful to birds? Why do they differ from one another?
Overview:  The students will explore birds through interactive learning experiences that integrate literacy, math, science, social studies, physical education, the arts and social/emotional development.                                           
Targeted Grade Level:  K - 2
Learning Objectives:  What students should know, understand and do.
· Identify differences in the size, shape, and use of bird beaks.
· Compare how humans and birds eat.
· Investigate how beaks function.

	Engagement Strategies
	Materials

	Large Group:

· Read Aloud: BEAKS by Sneed B. Collard III

List the names of birds and vocabulary words that describe the difference in how beaks function.


· Observe the shape of the beak on different birds. Try to determine what type of food they eat base on the shape of their beak.



	

· Book
· Charts Paper
· Markers




· Photos of different types of bird beaks

	Small Group:

· Choose a bird to draw.  Include the specific shape of the beak and the type of food the bird will eat.

· Compare how humans and birds eat.


	

· Paper
· Markers


      Questions:
· Do birds and humans have teeth?
· Do birds and humans use their hands or feathers to eat?
· Do birds and humans use utensils to eat?
· Do birds and humans eat the same type of foods?







Beaks Function Differently
	Type of Bird
	How the Beak Functions

	Sparrow
	Peck

	Macaw
	Crush

	Hummingbird
	Probes

	Eagles 
	Tear

	Heron
	Stab

	Pelican 
	Plunge

	Bee-eaters
	Dig



Beaks Are Shaped Differently to Eat Certain Foods
	Shape of Beak
	Type of Food Eaten

	Short and Blunt
	Small Seeds and Berries

	Strong Hooked Beak
	Flesh

	Short Thick Cone Shaped
	Nuts and Seeds

	Long Tubular
	Nectar

	Slender Tweezer Like
	Small Insects

	Flat Broad Rounded
	Strain Food From Water















