Rush Education and Career Hub (REACH)

Unit: Our Feathered Friends     ___________________________________________________________________________________
Lesson# 5 What are nests? How do they help birds? How are they made?
Overview:  The students will explore birds through interactive learning experiences that integrate literacy, math, science, social studies, physical education, the arts and social/emotional development.                                           
[bookmark: _GoBack]Targeted Grade Level:  K - 2
Learning Objectives:  What students should know, understand and do.
· Understand that nests provide shelter and protection for babies.
· Recognize that bird nests are built with many different materials.
· Recognize that bird nests are built in many different places.

	Engagement Strategies
	Materials

	Large Group:

· Read Aloud: Mama built a little nest
by Jennifer Ward and Steve Jenkins

Read the book: Mama built a little nest. 
Recall the birds in the book, their location and type of nest they built. Document the children’s responses on chart paper.



	

· Book: Mama built a little nest
· Chart paper and markers

	Small Group:

· Build a Bird Nest
Challenge the children to build a bird nest using a variety of materials that will protect the eggs. The children will construct eggs with playdough and will choose a mama bird to sit on top of the eggs in their nest.
	

· Clay
· Twigs
· Leaves
· Stones
· Shells
· String 
· Cotton
· Grass clippings
· Playdough
· Small bird replica  for each child







Bird Nests
	Woodpecker
	Tree-hole nest

	Hummingbird
	A small cup shaped nest made with spider webs

	Penguin
	The father buries the egg under is tummy to create a nest

	Falcon
	 A simple nest is built on a high cliff edge

	Wrens
	A dome-shaped nests near cactuses 

	Weaverbirds
	A nest is woven by sewing and weaving materials together (grasses and fiber)

	Owls
	The owl digs a burrow underground

	Grebes
	Floating nests attached to water plants

	Shorebirds
	Camouflage nests are built on the ground with smooth pebbles

	Bald Eagle
	A large sturdy nest is built with sticks high up in a tree

	Flamingo
	A mound-shaped nest is built on the ground made of mud



